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south-east of Sapta-Sindhu, probably at the junction of the
Rijput&ni and the Eastern Seas, which was so called pro-
bably on account of the abundance of fish obtained there on
the sea-coasts.
Among birds, mention is made in the Rgveda of pea-
cocks (iii. 45, i) of which, it is said, there were 21 species
(Rv. i. 191, 14), falcons (Syena) (A PeregrinatorJ^ goose or
swan (Hanisaj (iii. 8, 9 ; viii. 35, 8 and ix, 32, 3), quails (Far-
tika) (i. U2, 8), Francoline partridge (Kapinjala) (it. 42 and
43), black daw$(fcrsna Sakuna) (ix. 16, 6), owl (Uluka)^ whose
screeches were regarded as inauspicious (x. 165, 5 and 6),
Cakravakas or ruddy geese, parrots (Suka) and the vulture
(Grdhra) (x. 123,8). Bird-catchers are mentioned in the Rg-
veda, who either netted or snared them and sold them to
those who were fond of birds' flesh. (Rv, i. 92, to).
Of the Flora in ancient Sapta-Sindhu, the ASvattha (Ficus
religiosa] was called the Vanaspatl^ or " king of forest " on
account of its size and tall ness, ft was held sacred, and its
wood was used for making Soma-vessels. Professor Mac-
donell has translated it by the word if horse-stand/' probably
suggesting thereby that the shade of the tree was used for
stabling horses. But it has been derived otherwise by San-
skrit Etymologists, and is meant to be the tree that Is not of
yesterday, but stands from olclen times. And, in reality, the
Aavattiha is not short-lived, and can easily withstand violent
storms and blasts of wind. The Rgveda, however, does not
mention the other well-known sacred tree of the plains, wVM
the Nyagrodha or Vata (Ficus Indicus). This was probably
a native of the Deccan. The SamI tree (Acacia sttma) is
mentioned in the Rgveda (x, 31, 10)* as well as the Palftfe
(Butea Frondosa) (x. 97, 5) and the 5&!malJ (Ertodendron
anfractnosime) (x, 85, 2)* There is also mention of the
Khadira (Mimosa catechu] and of the SimfiapS (Dalfargia
Si$u) In'Rv. Iii 53, 19. The scholiast says that the bolts of
the axles of carts and chariots were made of the Khadira